
Selected Holiday Songs
with the Spider Capo 

in “DAGDAD” Feel
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Introduction to DAGDAD Feel

Place the Capo on the 2nd Fret and set the capo to 0-X-X-X-0-0.  This simulates the “DAGDAD” Style 
of Open Tunings.  I use a steel-body resonator guitar to create a very bluesy feel.

Sample Scale

This is a sample scale in E Major, sort of.  The 4 sharps on the staff make this scale “E Major.”  If you 
play with a sharp on the 4th fret for the first and second strings, it sounds strange, so they are dropped 
down a half-tone for these songs.

Sample Triads and Chords

Try the following note combinations when playing the songs to accent the open tuning feel.  Skip the 
open strings to create a very simple harmony.

One trick of many musicians is play the same tune – but differently – several times.  For example, play 
a verse using simple notes, followed by a verse using two-and three- note chords; followed by a verse 
with a lot of open strings.  Or start with notes and switch to chords.  Experiment with timing and 
volume.  
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O Come O Come Emmanuel

This traditional Latin Chant is a favorite.  In its original form it has no timing, so feel free to slow down 
and add rests.
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Away In A Manger
The music for this song is credited to James R. Murray.  This is in 3/4 time.  
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Soon and Very Soon

A Traditional Spiritual.
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It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

Music credited to Richard S. Willis

 page 6



Go, Tell It On the Mountain

Traditional Spiritual
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Angels We Have Heard On High

Traditional French Carol.  Follow the repeat symbol and play the first section twice.
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O Little Town of Bethlehem

Traditional French Carol. 
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Introduction to G Major Feel

Place the Capo on the 3rd Fret and set the capo to X-X-0-0-X-X.  This simulates “Open G” Style.  The 
result is more of a warm sound.  These songs can also be played with the same setting on the 2nd and 
5th frets.

Sample Scale

Sample Triads and Chords

Sample Open Feel Chords

Use these triads and chords in various combinations for the following songs.

 page 10



Auld Lang Syne

Traditional Scottish Melody
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Good King Wenceslas
Music credited to Piae Cantiones.  Note the repeat symbol, play this first phrase twice

Here's a suggestion, for this phrase

Try this variation instead

For this one, the fret tabs are relative to the *nut* and notes are played above & below the Capo

This is a good exercise for playing on either side of the Spider Capo
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O Christmas Tree (O Tannenbaum)

Traditional German Carol.  Note the repeat.
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Jingle Bells

Words and Music by J. Pierpont,  This one may be a stretch in this arrangement.

Enjoy!
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